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Q1

Are there windows that automatically tint darker when the sun hits them?

Yes, these are called electrochromic or photochromic windows, and they absolutely exist — though they're still

a relatively niche product in the residential market.

How They Work

The most common technology you'll encounter is called electrochromic glass (sometimes marketed as "smart

glass"). These windows use a small electrical current — often controlled by a switch, app, or automated sensor —

to darken the glass on demand. Photochromic glass works more like transition lenses in eyeglasses, darkening

automatically in response to UV light without any electrical input.

A third option, thermochromic glass, responds to heat rather than light, darkening as the glass surface

temperature rises. Each technology has different trade-offs in terms of speed, degree of tinting, and cost.

Practical Considerations for Ottawa Homeowners

These products are significantly more expensive than standard windows — smart glass can run $50 to $150+ per

square foot for the glass alone, putting a single large window well into the thousands of dollars. They're most

commonly used in commercial buildings, but residential applications are growing. The tinting effect also doesn't

always block heat as effectively as a quality Low-E coating, which is worth knowing if your primary goal is energy

efficiency.

In Ottawa's Climate Zone 6, your bigger concern for most of the year is actually heat retention in winter, not

blocking summer sun. A well-specified triple-pane window with Low-E coating and argon fill will outperform

smart glass for overall annual energy performance at a fraction of the cost.

What We Typically Recommend

For most Ottawa homeowners wanting sun control, the better value is a Low-E coating tuned for solar gain

management on south and west-facing windows. This passively reduces glare and heat without the complexity or

cost of smart glass. If you're building a high-end custom home or have a specific application like a sunroom or large

south-facing wall of glass, smart glass becomes a more interesting conversation.

If you'd like to work out which specifications suit your home's sun exposure and energy goals, request a free quote

through Ottawa Window Pros and an installer can go through the options with you.

Q2
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What smart lock options are available for entry doors now?

Smart locks have evolved significantly in recent years, offering homeowners multiple convenient and

secure options for entry door access. The main categories include keypad locks, smartphone-controlled locks,

biometric locks, and hybrid systems that combine multiple access methods.

Keypad smart locks are among the most popular choices, allowing you to enter a numeric code instead of using a

traditional key. Brands like Schlage, Kwikset, and Yale offer reliable keypad models that can store multiple user

codes, making them ideal for families or when you need to give temporary access to contractors or guests. Many of

these locks also retain a traditional key backup option.

Smartphone-controlled locks connect via Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, letting you lock and unlock your door remotely

through an app. Popular options include August Smart Lock (which retrofits over your existing deadbolt), Nest x

Yale, and Kwikset Halo. These often include features like automatic locking when you leave, temporary digital keys

for visitors, and activity logs showing who accessed your home and when.

Biometric locks use fingerprint recognition for access, though these tend to be more expensive and can

sometimes struggle in Ottawa's winter conditions when fingers are cold or wet. Hybrid smart locks combine

multiple access methods - keypad, smartphone, traditional key, and sometimes even voice control through systems

like Amazon Alexa or Google Assistant.

When choosing a smart lock for Ottawa's climate, look for models rated for extreme temperatures and consider how

well they'll function during winter months. Battery life is also crucial - most smart locks use AA batteries that last 6-

12 months, but cold weather can reduce battery performance.

Installation considerations are important - while many smart locks are designed for DIY installation on standard

door preparations, some may require modifications to your door or frame. If you're planning an entry door

replacement, that's an ideal time to ensure your new door is properly prepared for smart lock installation.

If you're upgrading the whole entry door, request a quote through Ottawa Window Pros and tell the installer which

lock you want, so the door is prepped for it.

Q3

Can I lock and unlock my window locks from my phone?

Most traditional window locks cannot be controlled from your phone, as they're mechanical hardware

designed for manual operation. However, there are some smart home solutions emerging for window security and
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automation.

Smart window options are still relatively limited compared to smart door locks. A few manufacturers offer

motorized window operators that can be controlled via smartphone apps, but these are typically expensive specialty

products designed more for hard-to-reach windows or accessibility needs rather than standard security

applications. These systems can cost several hundred to over a thousand dollars per window.

For Ottawa homeowners, the more practical approach is focusing on high-quality mechanical window locks

during window replacement. Modern vinyl and fiberglass windows come with multi-point locking systems that

provide excellent security when properly installed. These locks engage at multiple points along the window frame,

making them much more secure than older single-point locks.

Window security sensors can be added to existing windows to integrate with smart home security systems.

These sensors alert your phone when windows are opened but don't actually control the locks themselves. They're

an affordable way to monitor your windows remotely and typically cost $20-50 per sensor.

Energy efficiency considerations are often more important than smart locks for Ottawa's climate. Properly

installed windows with quality weatherstripping and multi-point locks provide both security and energy savings. If

you're considering window replacement, focus on triple-pane glass with Low-E coatings and professional

installation for maximum performance.

For secure, energy-efficient replacement options, request a free quote through Ottawa Window Pros and go

through what's available with an installer.

Ottawa Window Pros — ottawawindowinstall.ca — Generated October 11, 2026



Q4

Are there windows that can open and close by themselves with a motor?

Yes, motorized windows are available and becoming increasingly popular for both accessibility and

convenience reasons. These automated windows use small electric motors to open and close without manual

effort.

Motorized window systems work with most window types including casement, awning, and skylight windows. The

motors are typically integrated into the window frame or attached to the operating mechanism, and can be

controlled via wall switches, remote controls, or even smartphone apps. Some advanced systems include rain

sensors that automatically close windows when precipitation is detected, and can be integrated with home

automation systems.

In Ottawa's climate, motorized windows offer particular advantages for hard-to-reach locations like skylights, high

windows, or clerestory windows where manual operation would be difficult. They're also excellent for accessibility

purposes, allowing homeowners with mobility limitations to easily control ventilation. The systems are designed to

handle our temperature extremes and can include battery backup to ensure operation during power outages.

Installation considerations include ensuring adequate electrical supply to each motorized window location and

proper weatherproofing of electrical connections. Quality motorized window systems are built to withstand

thousands of opening and closing cycles, but like any mechanical system, they do require occasional maintenance.

The motors are typically very quiet and energy-efficient.

Cost-wise in the Ottawa market, expect to add $500-$1,500 per window for motorization, depending on the

complexity of the system and integration features. While it's a significant upfront investment, many homeowners

find the convenience and accessibility benefits well worth it, especially for windows that would otherwise be difficult

to operate regularly.

For motorised options, request a free quote through Ottawa Window Pros and an installer can recommend what

suits your openings.

Q5

Are there window systems designed to work with Google Home or Alexa?

Yes, there are smart window systems that integrate with Google Home and Alexa, though these are primarily

motorized window coverings and automated window openers rather than the windows themselves.
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Smart Window Coverings are the most common integration you'll find. Motorized blinds, shades, and shutters

from brands like Lutron, Hunter Douglas, and IKEA can be controlled through voice commands via Google

Assistant or Alexa. You can say "Hey Google, close the living room blinds" or "Alexa, set bedroom shades to 50

percent." These systems typically connect through smart home hubs like SmartThings, Hubitat, or directly via WiFi.

Automated Window Openers are another option, particularly useful for hard-to-reach windows like skylights or

clerestory windows. Companies like VELUX make motorized skylights that can integrate with smart home systems,

allowing you to open and close them remotely or set them to automatically respond to temperature or rain sensors.

Smart Glass Technology exists but is extremely expensive and typically used in commercial applications.

Electrochromic glass can change from clear to tinted on command, and some high-end versions can integrate with

smart home systems, but we're talking tens of thousands of dollars for residential applications.

For Ottawa homeowners, the most practical approach is focusing on energy-efficient windows first, then adding

smart motorized coverings afterward. Quality triple-pane windows with proper installation will have a much bigger

impact on comfort and energy savings than smart features. Once you have efficient windows installed, you can

explore adding motorized blinds or shades that work with your preferred smart home ecosystem.

Want to discuss energy-efficient window options for your Ottawa home? Request a free quote through Ottawa

Window Pros and ask an installer what is available for our climate zone.

Q6

Can I add smart features to my existing windows or do I need all new ones?

You can add several smart features to your existing windows without full replacement, though the options

depend on your current window type and condition.

The most practical smart upgrades for existing windows include smart window coverings like motorized blinds,

shades, or shutters that can be controlled via smartphone apps or voice commands. These integrate with home

automation systems and can be programmed for energy efficiency. Smart window sensors are another excellent

addition - they monitor whether windows are open or closed, detect break-ins, and can send alerts to your phone.

Some models also track temperature and humidity levels.

For smart glass technology that can switch from clear to opaque or tinted, you'll need new windows entirely. This

electrochromic or thermochromic glass must be manufactured with the smart technology built-in. Similarly,

integrated smart locks for casement or awning windows typically require new hardware that may not retrofit to

older window mechanisms.
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Ottawa's climate considerations make smart window coverings particularly valuable - automated blinds can help

manage solar heat gain in summer and provide extra insulation in winter. Smart sensors are also useful for

monitoring when windows are accidentally left open during Ottawa's temperature extremes.

Energy efficiency upgrades like new weatherstripping, storm windows, or window films can often be combined

with smart features. However, if your existing windows are more than 15-20 years old, the cost of multiple upgrades

might make new ENERGY STAR certified smart-ready windows more economical in the long run.

Next steps: Assess your current windows' condition and your smart home goals. For a comprehensive evaluation

of whether upgrades or replacement makes more sense for your Ottawa home, request a consultation with Ottawa

Window Pros to explore both retrofit and replacement options.
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Q7

Are smart window features actually useful or just expensive gimmicks?

Smart window features range from genuinely useful energy-saving technology to expensive novelties - the

key is understanding which features provide real value for Ottawa homeowners versus which are just flashy add-

ons.

The most practical smart window features focus on energy efficiency and convenience. Automated blinds or

shades that adjust based on sunlight and temperature can significantly reduce heating and cooling costs in

Ottawa's extreme climate. These systems help block intense summer sun during peak hours and maximize solar

heat gain during winter days. Smart glass that tints automatically serves a similar purpose, though at a much higher

cost.

Electrochromic (smart tinting) glass is the most expensive option, typically adding $50-100 per square foot to

window costs. While impressive technologically, the payback period in Ottawa is often 15-20 years or more. The

energy savings rarely justify the premium unless you're building a high-end custom home where the convenience

and wow factor matter more than cost efficiency.

More practical smart features include motorized window operators for hard-to-reach windows, which improve

ventilation and security. Smart sensors that automatically close windows when rain is detected can be valuable for

homeowners who frequently leave windows open. These features typically add $200-500 per window versus

thousands for smart glass.

For most Ottawa homeowners, the money is better spent on premium triple-pane windows with excellent

insulation values rather than smart features. A high-quality triple-pane window with Low-E coating and argon fill

will save more energy and cost far less than smart glass. Focus your budget on proper installation, quality frames,

and maximum insulation performance first.

The sweet spot is often adding smart blinds or shades to excellent traditional windows - you get automated

solar control at a fraction of the cost of smart glass, with better long-term reliability and easier maintenance.

Q8

Can I get smart blinds that work with my window opening sensors?

Yes, you can integrate smart blinds with window opening sensors, though the setup depends on your specific

smart home system and the types of sensors and blinds you choose.
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Most smart blind systems like Lutron Serena, IKEA FYRTUR, or Hunter Douglas PowerView can be

programmed to work with door/window sensors through smart home hubs like SmartThings, Hubitat, or Home

Assistant. The typical setup allows your blinds to automatically open when a window sensor detects the window is

opened, and close when it's shut. This prevents the blinds from getting damaged and helps with privacy control.

Popular integration options include using Z-Wave or Zigbee window sensors that communicate with compatible

smart blinds through your home automation system. You can create "scenes" or automations - for example, if your

bedroom window opens, the blinds automatically raise halfway to prevent interference. Some homeowners also set

up temperature-based rules where blinds close automatically when windows are opened during winter to maintain

energy efficiency.

In Ottawa's climate, this integration can be particularly useful for energy management. You might program blinds

to close automatically when windows are opened during heating season, or open them when windows are opened

during summer to maximize cross-ventilation. The key is ensuring your window sensors and blind motors use

compatible communication protocols.

For the best results, consider having both the smart blinds and sensors installed by professionals who can ensure

proper integration with your existing windows and smart home setup. Want to discuss smart home integration

options for your specific windows? An installer can tell you what works best with your current window configuration.

---

Find a Window Installation Contractor

Ottawa Window Install connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

Titley Construction ?

Home Front Services ?

Demontigny Carpentry

View all windows-doors contractors ?

Q9

How do I connect window sensors to my existing home alarm system?

Window sensors can typically be added to most existing alarm systems, but the specific connection

method depends on your system type and the sensors you choose.
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Most modern alarm systems support wireless window sensors, which are the easiest to install. These battery-

powered sensors communicate with your alarm panel via radio frequency and simply mount to your window frame

with adhesive or small screws. Popular brands like Honeywell, DSC, and 2GIG offer wireless sensors compatible

with many existing systems.

For hardwired systems, you'll need to run low-voltage wire from each window location back to your alarm panel.

This involves drilling small holes through window frames and routing wire through walls - more complex but very

reliable. The sensors typically use a simple magnetic reed switch that triggers when the window opens.

Installation considerations for Ottawa homes include ensuring sensors work reliably in our temperature extremes.

Wireless sensors should be rated for -30°C to +50°C operation. Battery life is also important - quality sensors last 3-

5 years on a single battery. For older windows, you may need to adjust sensor positioning to account for settling or

warping of frames.

Professional vs. DIY approach: While mounting the sensors themselves is straightforward, programming them

into your existing system often requires technical knowledge of your specific alarm panel. Many homeowners find it

worthwhile to have their alarm company add the sensors to ensure proper integration and testing.

Contact your current alarm monitoring company first - they can often provide compatible sensors and handle the

programming. If you're looking for a complete security upgrade along with new windows, request a quote through

Ottawa Window Pros - the Ottawa Construction Network also covers local security installers.

---

Find a Window Installation Contractor

Ottawa Window Install connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

613Bins ?

Pure Flow Water Solutions inc. ?

Dump n Dash Hauling ?

View all windows-doors contractors ?
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Q10

How much do those motorized window openers cost to add?

Motorized window openers typically cost $300-800 per window for the hardware and installation, depending on

the window type and automation level you choose.

Basic chain actuators for casement or awning windows run $300-500 per window installed. These are the most

common motorized openers and work well for hard-to-reach windows or accessibility needs. Premium systems

with smart home integration (controlled by phone apps, voice commands, or automated based on temperature/air

quality) range from $500-800 per window.

The cost varies significantly based on your window style. Casement and awning windows are the easiest and

least expensive to motorize since they already have a crank mechanism that can be replaced with a motor.

Double-hung windows require more complex hardware and typically cost 20-30% more. Sliding windows are the

most challenging to motorize and may need custom solutions.

In Ottawa's climate, motorized openers are particularly valuable for high windows, skylights, or windows above

kitchen sinks where manual operation is difficult. Many homeowners add them during window replacement

projects to improve ventilation control and accessibility. The motors are designed to handle our temperature

extremes and can include rain sensors that automatically close windows during storms.

Installation requires electrical work - you'll need 120V power run to each motorized window, which adds $150-

300 per location if new circuits are needed. Most quality systems come with battery backup for power outages and

manual override options.

For a quote on motorised openers, request one through Ottawa Window Pros - an installer can look at your existing

windows and recommend what will actually work on them.

---

Find a Window Installation Contractor

Ottawa Window Install connects you with experienced contractors through the https://justynrookcontracting.com:

The Backyard Depot ?

The Granite shop ?

Eastern Residential Solution ?

View all windows-doors contractors ?
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Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Window Pros. It does not constitute professional

advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any construction or

renovation project. Information is current as of October 11, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawawindowinstall.ca for the latest

answers.
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